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Yet the fault was not entirely, or even princi-
pally, that of the employers. The whole system
on which wages were paid was, indeed, rotten
to the core. Labourer and capitalist were
partners. Why did all the profit go to one
partner, while the other starved ? Because the
workers refused to look after their own interests.
" They have the power to obtain a proper
wage if only they exert it. Let them realise
this and positively refuse to sell their Labour
for a less return than will bring them all the
necessaries and at least some of the enjoyments
of life. Let them make war on the present
system till it is abolished. . . . We want progress
on these lines, as without it all else is but a
mockery."
Clearly this was not Liberalism. The man
whose mind ran in this direction could not work
with Liberals or expect their support. They
would smooth his way. They would put him
on Easy Street for life. But that would mean
suppressing his opinions ; it would mean playing
false with conscience. Keir Hardie could not
do that. He had a message for his fellow-workers
which he meant to deliver. He saw a duty in
front of him from which he would not turn away.
He was guided " not so much by a consideration
of policy or by thinking out a long sequence of
events, as by intuition and inspiration." So he
told the twenty-first birthday congress of his